Dissociated learning using GABAergic drugs.
Experiments on Wistar rats addressed the possibility of dissociated learning using drugs acting directly on brain GABA(B) receptors. A previously suggested hypothesis was tested: that the cholinergic system of the brain plays the decisive role in the mechanisms of dissociative learning. The data obtained here provided evidence that dissociated learning an occur with compounds acting on the GABAergic transmitter system of the brain. Dissociated states arose on treatment of animals with both the GABA-mimetic baclofen and the GABA receptor antagonist 5-aminovaleric acid. Thus, these results show that dissociated learning can occur using drugs acting on both the cholinergic and the GABAergic transmitter systems of the brain.